A GUIDE TO LICENSES FOR
PUBLIC PERFORMANCE OF
LIVE & RECORDED MUSIC

A public performance is defined as the playing of a sound recording or the exhibition of a music video in public (i.e.a non-
domestic environment). Just because a performance is given for free, or the audience is small, or there is no admission
fee, or the performance is confined to members of a club, or a limited area, it does not mean it is not a public performance.

Copyright exists in the original sound recording regardless of the physical form in which it is issued - i.e. whether as a
record, compact disc, cassette, tape, DVD, VCD, MP3 or otherwise.The Copyright Act of New Zealand 1994 protects
sound recordings against unauthorised copying, public performance and broadcasting. The public performance and broadcasting
rights mentioned above are assigned to PPNZ and APRA by their respective members and the organisations protect
and exercise these rights on their members behalf. Any business found to be playing copyrighted material in public without
the appropriate licence is breaking the law.

Phonographic Performances NZ Ltd (PPNZ)

PPNZ is a non-profit making company established in 1957 by the recording industry to centrally administer public
performance and broadcasting rights on behalf of its members. The members have assigned these rights to PPNZ to enable
it to license all New Zealand public performance users and broadcasters on their behalf. PPNZ's income from licence fees

(less administrative costs) goes back to its record producer members and to their recording artists.

Australasian Performing Rights Association (APRA)
Established in 1926, APRA is a non-profit organisation that collects and distributes copyright royalties for composers,
lyricists and music publishers. APRA has approximately 38,000 members in New Zealand and Australia representing all
musical styles. Through reciprocal agreements with similar collecting societies around the world, APRA also represents
the interests of at least two million overseas copyright owners.

Because there are two copyrights in any recording:
I: The copyright in the song, being the composition and/or lyrics (i.e. the “musical work” in copyright language). APRA
grants licences for the broadcast and public performance rights in the musical work and distributes licence fee income to
songwriters and their publishers.

2:The copyright in the recorded version of the musical work. PPNZ grants licences for the broadcast and public performance
of recordings and distributes licence fee income to record labels and directly to registered recording artists.

The practical effect of this distinction is that the broadcast or public performance of a recording usually requires two
licences — one from APRA and one from PPNZ. NB: APRA collects revenue on behalf of both live and recorded performances
of a composers work. PPNZ only collects revenue on behalf of recorded works.

The possession of sound recordings does not carry any automatic right to use them publicly. The record industry's primary
business is to produce and sell recordings for private domestic use. Any further use in public can only be authorised where
it is not detrimental to the industry and to those who contribute to the production of sound recordings, such as artists
and composers.

Public Performance Licenses vary depending on the size and nature of the business concerned. APRA and PPNZ currently
operate similar tariff rates. For more information regarding costs, visit the links provided below or see the attached tariff guides.

Anyone playing recorded music in public; eg: shops, clubs, bars, hotels, restaurants, leisure centres, sports venues, function
and conference facilities, retail malls and concourses. If your phone system includes a Music On-Hold facility, this also needs
to be licensed with APRA and PPNZ.

Visit the following URLs to obtain public performance licences, or contact us by phone:
APRA: www.apra.com.au (downloadable PDFs). Phone: 09 379 0638
PPNZ: www.rianz.org.nz (downloadable PDFs and online applications). Phone: 09 308 0512



